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HOUSE SANITATION.
Certain provisions have been taken from the English Act

of I875; to those might be added with advantage Sec.
xxxvi (requiring the provision of watercloset or privy accom-
modation in connection with dwellings-a point in respect of
which the Scottish Act is silent), and Sec. CCLV (providing
means of dealing with nuisances arising from the acts of two
or more persons); and provision ought to be made, as in Eng-
land, for liabilities to penalties on conviction for nuisances.
Sec. CXLIV (dealing with the water supply of dwellings) is far
inferior to the corresponding clause in the existing Act,
which ought to be restored. Sec. XLV of the I867 Act (dealing
with cellar dwellings) is retained; it is much less lucid than
the corresponding clause of the Act of 1875, which might with
advantage be substituted.

TRADE NUISANCES.
In Sec. xvi (6) (dealing with trade nuisances) the words

"offensive or" should be introduced, to enable local authori-
ties to deal with offensive trades-as paper works, for instance
-whiclh do not come under the statutory designation of
" offensive trades; " and in the same section provision should
be made for dealing with the nuisance arising from unsuit-
ably placed manure sidings.

INFECTIOUS DISEASES.
But it is Part III of the Bill, dealing with infectious dis-

eases, which is conspicuously most susceptible of amend-
ment. Sec. XLv applies to the whole country the provisions
of the Infectious Disease (Notification) Act; surely it would
be simpler and better at once to adopt and incorporate Secs.
LV, LVI, and LVII of the London Act, which embrace in small
bulk all the operative provisions of the Notification Act.

Sec. XLVI is unprecedented, and in the highest degree ob-
jectionable. Hitherto there has in Scotland been no attempt
to define " infectious disease" or "dangerous infectious dis-
-ease," except for the purpose of notification. For that pur-
-pose it was obviously necessary to define what medical men
were to report, and what the local authority was to pay for.
-This section says that henceforth all the diseases named in
the Notification Act are to be known as " dangerous infectious
diseases," and that to these alone are to apply the whole
range of powers conferred on local authorities for the pre-
--vention and suppression of infectious diseases. The section
also provides for the elevation into the rank of "dangerous
infectious diseases" of any other, in the manner prescribed
in Sec. XLVII. To such other infectious diseases "all or
,any " of these provisions may be applied by the same
process.
The Notification Act may be extended so as to embrace

other diseases. One would expect that if the erection of a
class of "i dangerous infectious diseases" was thought to be
desirable, the simplest way would have been to make every
infectious disease to which the Notification Act applies or
might be made to apply a " dangerous infectious disease."
As it is, however, the local authority must go through
separate and different forms in the case of every disease
presently not notifiable which they desire to make so, and
presently not a " dangerous infectious disease " which they
desire to make so.
Let us look at the effect of the sections on harmony and

uniformity, both as to the conception of disease and admini-
stration:
As to the disease, we shall have or may have:
I. Infectious diseases which are notifiable, which are dan-

gerous.
2. Infectious diseases which are notifiable, which are not

dangerous.
3. Infectious diseases which are not notifiable, and are

dangerous.
4. Infectious diseases which are not notifiable and are not

dangerous.
5. By Sec. LXXVI yet another degree in the ascending grade

is created or perpetuated-" any formidable epidemic, en-
demic, or infectious disease."
As to administration: according to the "resolutions" of

local authorities there is scope for infinite diversity:
I. " Dangerous infectious diseases," so far as specified in

the Bill, will be dealt with on a uniform system everywhere.

2. " Dangerous infectious diseases," which may be made
such by resolution (a) may obviously not be the same in any
conterminous jurisdictions; (b) they may be the same and
yet the "provisions applied by order" may not be the same,
since " all or any " may be applied.

Secs. XLvi and xLvIi ought simply to be dropped, together
with the word " dangerous," wherever it has been inserted
before "infectious disease." Matters in this relation would
then stand exactly as they do at present in Scotland.

INFECTIOUS HosPITALS.
Sec. LXV (providing for the recovery of cost of maintenance

of patients in hospital) is altogether retrograde and ought to
be omitted. On the other hand, certain provisions of the
Glasgow Police Act, 1890, might with much advantage be
introduced-as Secs. xii and xiii (dealing with the attend-
ance at school of children from infected houses), Sec. xiv
(dealing with the washing of infected clothes in wash-
houses used in common), Sec. ix (with reference to wakes in
infected houses).
In Sec. LV (providing for compulsory removal to hospital),

in which that very useful specification of the existing
Scottish Act is dropped-" or in a room occupied by others
besides those in attendance on the person." This should be
restored.

CONTROL OF MILK SUPPLY.
Sec. LX (which gives to local authorities powers for the

inspection of dairies and stoppage of milk supplies in dis-
tricts other than their own). This clause is open to objection
from different points of view. These objections would in part
be met, on the one hand, if the intervention of the local
authority, which involves so much delay as to render the
clause largely nugatory, were dispensed with; and, on the
other hand, if the medical officer of the first district were
required to communicate with the medical officer of the
second prior to visitation or action. The absurd limitation,
" if accompanied by a veterinary inspector or duly-qualified
veterinary surgeon," in this section ought to be struck out.

It will be seen that it will be perfectly possible for the
Select Committee, without any very serious alterations, to
mould the Bill into a very complete measure of great public
utility.

REPORT ON THE BABY-FARMING SYSTEM AND
ITS EVILS.

[SPECIAL REPORT TO THE BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.]
VI.-THE ADVERTISEMENT QUESTION.

IT has been asserted that the business of baby-farming is
almost entirely dependent upon the use which the pro-
prietors make of the advertisement columns of certain news-
papers, and that it cannot be carried on to advantage under
any other system. It appeared, therefore, desirable to
ascertain the extent to which the system of advertising
was resorted to in this connection. It may here be observed
that for special reasons the inquiry was limited to the
suburban districts of the metropolis and to the metropolis
itself.

ADVERTISEMENTS CONSPICUOUS BY THEIR ABSENCE.
A close scrutiny was made of the advertisement columns

of eighteen suburban newspapers, representing all the dis-
tricts around London. The result was surprising. In all
save two the advertisements relating to baby farming were
conspicuous by their absence. Even in those districts outside
the sphere of the London County Council, where it had been
reported to us that baby farming was carried out to a large
extent, the advertisement columns of the local journals were
mute upon the subject. There was, indeed, no evidence to
show that the baby farmers, assuming such to exist, of the
districts in question resorted to advertising in order to add
to their business. The two journals in which the exceptions
occurred were published in the north-east and south-east of
London respectively. In the former the announcement was
as follows: " Comfortable home for child over two; mother's
care; moderate terms."

It will be observed that the advertisement expressly states
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the age of the child required; thus making it clear that the
desire was to avoid the formalities of the Infant Life Protec-
tion Act. It is these cases with which the Bill promoted by
the London County Council, and published in a previous
article, especially deals, by raising the age of the children
taken for hire to five years. In passing, we are glad to note
that the Bill in question has been read a second time in the
House of Lords, and has been referred to a Select Committee
of the House, with the approval of the Prime Minister. In
the second case, the following was the announcement: " Su-
perior home for nurse child, or would adopt with premium
paid down; any age ; no family of own." On the face of it
this announcement reads like one of the old-fashioned kind
investigated by Mr. Ernest Hart and his coadjutors in the
late sixties. It will be observed that " any age'" is expressly
stated, showing that the Infant Life Protection Act is not
taken into account. Indeed, it may be assumed that this
advertisement emanates from a professional baby farmer, who
follows the business for what it is worth. Quite possibly,
however, although the person advertising directs replies to be
sent to the office of the journal, the circumstances of this
"superior home " are known to those whose business it is to
investigate such matters.

ADVERTISEMENTS IN LONDON PAPERS.
The almost negative result of this scrutiny of the adver-

tisement columns of the suburban press, so far as baby farm-
ing is concerned, is, to say the least of it, surprising, espe-
cially inasmuch as an entirely opposite condition of affairs
was anticipated. The next step, however, in the elucidation
of this matter was that of making a similar investigation
with respect to the advertisement columns of the Sunday
papers published in the metropolis. Here again a surprise
was the result. With one exception, perhaps, not a sem-
blance to a baby-farming announcement came under notice
in the journals in question. So far as the exception was
concerned, the newspaper contained several advertisements
which indirectly may have referred to baby farming-that is
to say, the nature of the announcements were clearly open to
this construction. They belonged to that class in which a
comfortable home is offered to ladies before and during
accouchement. One of these may be here quoted in order to
show what is understood. " Accouchement.-Midwife offers
happy home to ladies before and during confinement; doctor
if preferred; good nursing; terms moderate; apartments or
single room; piano; every home comfort; highest references
from all patients." In most of these cases in the paper in
question an address is given to which application is directed
to be made, but it is only in a few that any name is added.
Sometimes applicants are requested to communicate with
"Nurse," sometimes initials only are given; in one instance
letters are directed to be sent to the care Qf a stationer. Thus
there does not appear to be among these advertisers much
anxiety to reveal their names. Moreover, it must be con-
fessed that the significance of the existence of these "com-
fortable homes" lies in the speculation respecting the dis-
posal of the children after the confinements have taken place.What becomes of the infants born in these " homes " ? Are
they passed on to baby farmers elsewhere, or do their
mothers take them away with them when they leave? These
are matters concerning which no definite data exist.

AN UNEXPECTED MEDIUM FOR ADVERTISING.
The ordinary channels of advertisement, represented by

the Sunday newspapers and the local suburban press, having
been shown to be conspicuously silent upon the subject of
baby farms, the next question which arose was: Was there
any other medium through which such announcements were
made? The following facts will show that another medium
has been made use of.
A man and his wife were prosecuted quite recently for

carrying on a baby farm in the north of London without
having the house registered. It appeared that a child aged 9
months died at the house in February last under circum-
stances which gave rise to inquiries. At the inquest the
female defendant stated that she received the child from an
unknown person at Willesden Junction platform with £20.
One other was received with a premium of £Io, and a third
was paid for by an unknown person monthly. The facts were

brought under notice by an inspector of the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, who saw an advertisemeqtin the Exchanqe and Mart to the effect that a young couple
"wanted a child, for adoption preferred, small premium."
This inspector called at the house in November last in con-
sequence of complaints as to the condition of one of the
children, and he summoned the aid of a medical man, at the
same time warning the persons that they must register
Both of the defendants deceived him as to the parentage of
the children, and at first denied that they received anything
in the shape of a premium or payment. In the end a
sentence of six months' imprisonment was passed upon each
defendant. The Exchange and Mart was certainly an unex-
pected source of an advertisement of the kind in question.

Do BABY FARMERS ADVERTISE ?
The question of whether or not baby farmers resort to

advertising for the purpose of conducting their business,
appears from the foregoing to be answered practically in the
negative. At all events it is quite clear that whatever busi-
ness is done in baby farming, there is no evidence to show
that it is necessary to seek for it through the advertisement
columns of the newspapers. Perhaps, it may be, that the
baby farmers have learnt by experience that this plan is inex-
pedient. They may have found that to announce their desire
to undertake the care of children " for a consideration " means,
among other things, an early visit from the inspector under
the Infant Life Protection Act of the London County Council,
or from an official of the Royal Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Children.
Under the circumstances, therefore the conclusion is un-

avoidable that the baby farmers must have some means other
than that of advertising by which they are able to make their
trade known to those who are likely to patronise them.

THE SANITARY WORK OF COUNTY COUNCILSV
IN the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 23rd, 1895, a
return was given of the degree and mode in which the
sanitary functions of county councils had been exercised
since the establishment of the Councils in I888. A similar
return has lately been laid before one of the county councils
by its sanitary committee, as a guide in the appointment of a
county medical officer of health, and from this and other-
sources some further information has been obtained.
There are now twelve counties which have appoinited a

medical officer of health employed for his whole time on sani-
tary work within the county. They are:
Cheshire Lancashire Surrey
Derby London Worcester
Durham Northumberland Yorkshire (NV. Riding)
Essex Stafford Glamorgan

The salaries of these officers vary from £500 to /i,ooo a year,
clear of expenses. In Essex and Worcester special arrange-
ments have been made which permit of the county medical
officer of health acting as medical officer of health for various
districts within the cointy. Bedford, East Sussex, and the
North Riding of Yorkshire, each has a medical officer of health
at an insignificant salary, not wholly employed, and not resi-
dent within the county.
In many other counties the reports of district medical

officers of health are tabulated and analysed by a medical
man, who in some instances, as in Shropshire and Leicester,
seems to be at times asked to investigate special questions
arising from these reports.
Thirty-one councils are taking some action in the direction

of enforcing the provisions of the Rivers Pollution Prevention
Act, I876.
Twelve councils report that some attention has been paid

to their powers under the Housing of the Working Classes
Act, 89oI but only in Durham, Lancashire, London, Somer-
set, Stafford, and Surrey does the county council seem to
have set itself actively to procure the closure or im-
provement of houses unfit for habitation. No council re-
ports the provision of new dwellings, although in Leicester
and Norfolk applications have apparently been received
under Section lv of the Act.
Representations to the Local Government Board of the de-

fault of sanitary authorities have been made by nine county


